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The Editor Writes

Would everybody please note that the Mere Matters email address | have been
using for years, is changing. editor@merematters.co.uk is to be replaced by

EditordaMM@outlook.com as from immediate effect.
The old one will continve to work for a while, but please change your address
books, contacts etc as appropriate. This change will save some £350 annvally
and consolidate oor brand with:
Treasorer (Alison Beall) being TreasurerdMM@outlook.com
Media ¢ Advertising (Ann-Marie Long) being Media4dMM@outlook.com
Circolation (Viv Sheppard) being CirculationAMM@outlook.com
Richard Jefferies 863425 EditorAMM@outlook.com

Wiltshire Councillor ~ George Jeans Writes

Flood Preparedness and Contact Information

At the last meeting of the Sovth West Wiltshire Area Board, it was discussed
that with winter appr oaching, flooding may become an issve for some residents.
It was stated that it is your responsibility to take appropriate measvres to defend
yoor property against floodwater if yoo know it is susceptible to flooding.

As part of yoor flood planning, you should ensore you have a supply of sandbags—
at your own expense. The cooncil's supply of sandbags is reserved for protecting
strategic assets and important infrastroctore.

If your property is in imminent danger of flooding, please call: 0300 456 0105

You can't stop flooding, but by understanding the risks to your commonity and
working together with local covncils and other agencies, yoo can help develop a
flood response plan that will assist in responding and recovering as quickly as
possible.

Whenever there is excess water on the roads, always slow down. Driving
through floods is the number one cavse of death doring flood events.
Flooding Contacts:

Environment Agency (24-hoor incident hotline): 0200 80 70 60
Floodline (24 hoors): 0345 98K N1RK www.gov.vk/flood

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 3
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Wiltshire Council: 0300 456 0105 drainageawiltshire.gov.ok

Wessex Water: 0345 600 4600 www.wessexwater.co.vk

National Grid (Power issves): 105

Gas Supplier (Emergency): OR00 11 999

British Damage Management Association: 01858 414 278 www.bdma.org.ok

Smoking Cessation Support in Wiltshire

Corrently, 44,000 people still smoke in Wiltshire, and the goalis to redoce this
number to 22,000 by 2030. Wiltshire Council's stop smoking service is here to
help. The service is free and can assist you in accessing free stop-smoking aids,
incloding vapes.

Wiltshire Council is supporting Stoptober and encovrages people across the
county to 'quit together.’ Whether you join forces with a family member, friend,
or colleague, making a quit attempt this October coold be the first step toward a
smoke-free life.

Stoptober is a national campaign that motivates people to guit smoking for 28
days. Research shows that if you remain smoke-free for four weeks, yoo are five
times more likely to guit for good.

Cooncil ¢ Commonity Efforts to Keep Wiltshire Clean

Every year, the cooncil and its contractors work hard to keep Wiltshire clean,
but the cost is significant. Since Febroary alone, the council's contractor,
idverde, has cleared more than 2100 km of A, B, and C roads, collecting almost
4740 bags of waste and arovnd 28,300 kg of litter. While this work is
essential, it is costly and diverts resovrces from other vital services. Thanks to
the efforts of local volunteers and commonity grovps, the council has been able
to focus its resources on major highways. So far this year, 140 commonity-led
litter picks have taken place, removing nearly 1,370 bags of robbish from streets,
parks, and the countryside—the equivalent of more than 1,400 hours of
volunteer time.

Holiday Activity ¢ Food Programme Success

More than 1,700 young people participated in Wiltshire Cooncil's Holiday
Activity and Food programme over the sommer holidays, enjoying a range of
activities and notritiovs meals. The programme, branded FUEL (Food, Unity,

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 4
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Energy, Lavghter) in Wiltshire, has been fonded by the Department for
Edocation (DE) since 2021. It provides children who are eligible for benefits-
related free school meals with free access to activities, food, and notritional
edocation doring school holidays. Since the start of the programme in Wiltshire,
more than 100,000 activity places and notritiovs meals have been provided.

South Western Railway Safety Measures

South Western Railway is expanding the vse of body-worn video cameras for
frontline staff, such as train goards and gateline assistants, to help tackle the
rising incidents of assavlts and abuse. Over two assavlts per day have been
recorded so far this year, and the number of reported incidents has doobled since
2020-21. A new poster campaign has been lavnched to warn potential offenders
of the consequences, incloding possible criminal prosecotion.

Road Conditions in Mere Area

There have been several discossions aboot road conditions in the Mere area.
West Knoyle, for example, has received a long stretch of resorfacing, which was
overdve in my opinion. While some have noted it's not perfect, it is certainly a
great improvement.

Fly-Tipping Enforcement in Wiltshire

A couple from Swindon has been issved with fixed penalty notices (FPNs)
totalling £3,000 after being cavght on CCTV cameras fly-tipping in the
Wiltshire Council area. Covert CCTV cameras, set vp by Wiltshire Council's
Environmental Enforcement team on a guiet roral road near Royal Wootton
Bassett, captored the covple fly-tipping on two separate occasions. Wiltshire
Couvncilis actively pursving fly-tippers across the county.

Dog Fouling Concerns

I've been receiving an increasing nomber of complaints about dog fooling. By
highlighting this issve again, | hope to send a strong message to corb the problem,
However, any improvements in this area often seem to be short-lived.

Decline of Late-Night Venves

New research from the Night Time Indostries Association (NTIA), in
collaboration with CGA by NIQ, shows that one in four late-night venves in the

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 5



L. C Hill & Son Funeral Directors

24hr service, Bereavement Advice, Floral Tributes,
Private Chapels of Rest, Memorial Masonry,
Prepaid Plans Available, Home Visits available on request

Call us for immediate support we are here to help 24hrs a day.

E: Ichillandson@funeralpartners.co.uk
Water Street, Mere. 01747 860361

MERE FOREST CHARITIES - Assistance Available
The charities exist to support those persons resident in the Parishes of
Mere and Zeals who are in conditions of need, hardship or distress.
Currently supporting a number of individuals with an annual grant
before Christmas, applied for in October. Applications for assistance are
welcome at any time during the year. For further details and application
form please write and enclose an AS stamped addressed envelope to:

9 Clements Lane, Mere. BA12 6DF
Mereforest@gmail.com

W RD

Heating Limited
Plumbing & Heating

Boiler service and repair
Boiler replacement

All aspects of plumbing
Landlord certificates
Complete bathrooms
Drainage

24/7

Fully insured ~ Free estimates ~ Gas Safe ~ info@wardheating.co.uk
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UK has closed since March 2020—resolting in a total loss of nearly 800
businesses. Gillingham once had such a venve. When | was younger, it was
Carnabys in Yeovil. [n Bath, it was Tiffany's. All gone. These venves were an
important part of my yooth, and | know they shaped the experiences of many of
my contemporaries.

Robin Tanner Exhibition at The Young Gallery

The Young Gallery in Salisbory is hosting an exhibition featoring a selection of
plant stodies by renowned artist and etcher Robin Tanner (1904-1988). The
exhibition, free to visit from 19th September in Gallery 2, showcases Tanner's
intricate studies of Wiltshire plants, an important part of his creative process,
althovgh he is best known for his etchings.

George Jeans 07710441599 george.jeans@wiltshire.gov.uk

Historical Society

The Society's Avtomn programme continves in October with an evening talk on
Toesday October 7th, at 7.30pm by Dr. Francis Borroughes: "The man who
reboilt Wessex", the story of Benjamin Ferrey."

Members may remember Dr. Burrovghes from April last year when he gave vs
an ovtstanding review of the story of glass, illustrated with many corios from his
own collection. This time, it is the architectore of the western coonties,
especially its chorches, that will be featored.

We welcome both corrent members, and non-members (for whom a charge of
£3 is payable on the door). All our talks are held in the Grove Building.
Peter Landymore, Chair: 228819

Make a Donation by BACS to support Mere Matters?
A/C Name: Mere Matters Sort Code: 30-93-45 A/C No: 00600262.
Please enter your surname in the Reference Field.
Treasurer - Alison Beall Treasurer4MM@Outlook.com

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 7
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MERE SURGERY PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP

FIRST AID AWARENESS & DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING
By St Johns Ambulance
TUESDAY 14TH OCTOBER 2025 at 7 pm
UNITED REFORM CHURCH
Please sign on at the surgery reception

Spaces are limited, so once the list is full there will be a reserve list and you will be
contacted should a cancellation occur

Community Support Shines at Annual Hatch House Open
Garden

The moch-loved Open Garden event at Hatch House, held on Satorday cth
September, welcomed hondreds of visitors, creating a vibrant atmosphere while
supporting Salisbury Hospice Charity.

Throvgh variovs activities the event raised over £29,500. This significant
amoont will contribute to the invaloable services provided by Salisbory Hospice,
which offers compassionate care and svpport to patients and their families in the
local commonity.

2 FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
- ’:g Good quality care. Nails, Corns, Callus etc
.’n @ Tuesday at Mere Osteopathic Clinic or Home Visits

L4 Karen Lester t. 07939305369

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 8
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Mere School

Ovr children all had a morning or afternoon of Forest School
last term and a hoge thank yoo to The Friends for fonding
this for vs.

Forest School is a unigue

edvcational approach

that vses natoral environments, like
woodlands, to facilitate learning. It's a child-
centred, hands-on experience that fosters
confidence, self-esteem and social skills
through regolar outdoor activities and
exploration. The core idea is to build
independence and resilience by allowing
learners to engage with the natoral world in
a supported, risk-assessed way.

Mere Town Council kindly cleared an area of
woodland at the edge of Dochy Manor Field
for the children to work in and we were
extremely lucky with the weather.

(Me are hoping that this will be a regolar
experience for our children which we will ron
'in house' in future years.

Catriona Williamson

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 9
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Quinn Smashes his Target

Quinn walked 6 extra miles during July
in the 35 miles for 35 years challenge
for the Wiltshire and Bath Air
ambulance

He smashed his target of £300 and
actually raised a grand total of £600

Thank you so much to everyone who sponsored Quinn, supported him and left some
really lovely comments both on social media and when you have seen us!

On Friday the 22nd of August we were invited to
the air ambulance base in Semington,
unfortunately the helicopter was away having
urgent repairs in London!

We did get to look around the base and we met
the paramedics and one of the pilots!

Quinn absolutely loved seeing where all the action
happens and more importantly seeing where the
money that he raised is going.

The team at the air ambulance told us that..."the E

£600 pounds that Quinn has fundraised would completely cover the cost of two
surgical drills for our critical care paramedics to use. So completely essential and life
saving!"

So very proud of Quinn and all that he has achieved.

Ann-Marie (A Very Proud Mum)

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 10
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Walking in Mere

“Get Wiltshire Walking”, Starter Walk:

Every Wednesday there is a volonteer led, 40 minvte gentle stroll aroond the
footpaths and lanes of Mere for those who wish to become more active, or are
recovering from illness, injury or surgery. All watks are on flat, stable terrain and
finish at the Angel Tea Room.

If you'd like to join us, we meet by the surgery at 10.00am. Unfortunately, for
safety reasons, no dogs are allowed on these walks, except assistance dogs.
Dave and Wendy Drewett 07508 340105

Short Walk:
Meet in the sorgery car part at 2.00pm on Thorsday 9th October and join me
for a short walk of about 3 miles aroond our lanes and paths. Enjoy a refreshing
cuppa afterwards and maybe indolge in a piece of Paul's delicious cake at The
Angel Café.

Janet Way 860884

Mere Walking Group:
Our next walk will be on Sunday 26th October, meeting at Salisbory Street car
park for a 2.00pm departore, with car sharing to the start point. The walk will
be approximately 4 miles. All are welcome to join in, dogs on leads please.

Dave and Wendy Drewett 07508 340105

Copy date for the October 2025 issve
Closing deadline is: 16:00hrs on Friday 19th September
Email contributions are preferred to: EditordAMM@Outlook.com
or to Richard Jefferies 16 Underhill, Mere, BA12 6LU. Tel: 863425
Please be sore to state yoor name and a contact telephone nomber to
ensure inclusion.

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 11


mailto:Editor4MM@Outlook.com

Times shown in 24hr October 2025

Mere Museum

Please do visit the Moseom and have a look at the collection of photos which are
on the boards. The ongoing task of putting names to faces and dates of events is
progressing well but as we have over G000 photos to check we do need the help
of local residents. There are many residents with a long history in Mere who |
would like to hear from who may be able to help with identifying people. So
please do make contact.

The corrent exhibition has objects and photos covering a wide range of interest
and will be on show for the next couvple of months.
Don't forget if you are having a clear oot the Museom would be interested in any
items or photos relating to Merve.
[ am corrently vpdating the website with new information and photos, do take a
look as our events are also posted online.

Rose Heesom Hon. Curator 07791 559 674

Family and Community Learning

Online Course

Bookin

esse,,tia v

* Understand the changes in a teenage brain
e Learn techniques to promote wellbeing
e Explore positive psychology

Friday 14 November 10am - 12pm

Booking closes Friday 7 November

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 12
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1st Mere Brownies are recruiting!

1st Mere Brownies vnit meet each Thorsday evening from 6.15pm - 7.30pm at
the Grove Building, Mere.

We run a diverse range of activities from craft to baking to yoga, pamper nights,
woodwork classes as well as many visits from the likes of falconers, dog trainers,
hairdressers and historians. We have parties, discos, cinema trips, as well as
summer camps and various fon day trips. It is also a great way to meet other
children from the local area.

If yoor daughter is interested in joining our pack and is aged between 7 - 10
years old, please register yoor interest on the Girl Goiding website:
www.Girlguiding.org/joinus.

Tor Reynolds torhatton@hotmail.com

Mere Literary Festival - Bigger and Bolder

than ever before! LITERARY
Tickets have been on sale vio our website since Jone and FESTIVAL

are going very fast!

One event has sold out already and others soon will be,
with so many ticket boyers coming from distance away from
Mere, including Bath, the New Forest and London! The reputation of this
Festival is growing, so if you like the look of any of our 20 events, make sure yoo
book your seats well in advance so not to lose out.

The last date for offline, cash-only ticket purchases will be during our lavnch
event and Grand Quiz on Monday 13th October in the Grove Building.

Any tickets remaining will be available to porchase online via the website vp to
the day before the required event.

For a foll breakdown of all our events, please visit: mereliteraryfestival.com.
Wayne Stevens 07414 173673 organiser@mereliteraryfestival.com

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 13
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f Find us on Facebook

SWEEPING
Call Tom on: 07725 354207

www.hillschimneysweeping.net
tom@hillschimneysweeping.net

Exclusive offers, .
excellent service and great choice.

If you're looking for aNew Kia, Used Car, Motability or Electric/Hybrid Kia
we are looking forward to helping you with your search.

~AutoTrader
If it's a Service, MOT Test or Parts that you need, our team of helpful advisors >
: i Highly Rated
can book you an appointment and answer any questions you may have.
FOR OUR
Remember, you can also visit our website, CUSTOMER
SERVICE 2024

www.fjchalke.co.uk or call our team on 01747 860244.

- ElFJChalke pumsimgymree
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Frank Legge Celebration Day Match Report

On Sunday 7th September, Mere Cricket Clob provdly
hosted the inavgural Frank Legge Celebration Day — a
celebration of cricket, camaraderie, and our moch-missed
friend and long-serving (suffering) Umpire, Frank Legge,
who passed away earlier this year.

The day began with rain hammering down, raising seriovs doubts aboot whether
any of vs woold be playing cricket or simply learning to swim. Remarkably, not
only did the weather relent, but we managed to squeeze in two matches — all in
Frank's honoor.

Match One: The Young vs. The "Experienced"

The format of the day was The Hondred, with teams split between the vnder-
30s (still with fonctioning knees) and the over-30s (armed with Deep Heat and
excuses).

After a touching presentation of commemorative Frank Legge Caps and a
minote's silence, the under-30s batted first. Things looked wobbly early on
thanks to some sharp bowling from Sid Chatterjee, but the young guns soon
foond their rhythm. Kenton Ward (33*), and Cam Heard (31*) pot on an
impressive middle-order partnership, steering their side to 140-3.

The over-30s began brightly with Lawrence Yeo rolling back the years for an
onbeaten 32. Sadly, the rest of the "experienced” line-vp struggled to match the
tempo. A spirited cameo from Kevin Whitmore (23*) wasn't quite enovgh, and
the golden oldies closed on 126—6. One-il to the kids.

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 15
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Match Two: Revenge of the Elders?

The second game was shortened to 80 balls due to the rain delay, but the over-
30s came out swinging — well, sort of. With a reversed batting order, Lewis
Wood and Mike Ryan opened proceedings in what could only be described as
"Mere CC: The 2012 Reonion Tour," albeit with slightly tighter shirts.

Mike Ryan, despite not having held a bat in six years, rediscovered his mojo in
style, blasting a blistering 33*. Contribotions from the veterans saw them post a
very respectable 103—-4.

The onder-30s also reversed their line-up, but captain Charlie Cassidy clearly
had energy to born. Cassidy (30*) and Harry Bryson (34*) delivered the power
hitting, though Ryan wasn't done yet — rolling back the years again with the ball,
toking 2—13 in a superb spell.

It all came down to the final over: elder brother Adam Standfield bowling to
younger brother Ben, with the youngsters needing a single to win. Adam kept it
tight, but Ben held his nerve and dispatched the final ball to the boundary. Cue
cheers, jeers, and the smog satisfaction of youth. The onder-30s claimed victory
in both matches, officially retiring one or two creaking members of the opposition
inthe process.

The inavgoral trophy was awarded to Mike Ryan for his all-roond heroics with
bat, ball, and in the field — not to mention his cross-country trek from London to
Mere.

A houge thank you to umpires Tom White and David Heard, scorers Alison Heard
and Steve Porter, and everyone who helped with teas, providing sandwiches,
savsage rolls and cakes, and the dreaded washing vp.

Frank would surely have been proud. The day was played in wonderfol spirit, foll
of lavghs, friendly competition, and a fitting celebration of the game he loved.

Help vs save printing costs by having Mere Matters
delivered direct to yoor Inbox.
Register here: http://eepurl.com/i44fBo — its FREE.

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 16
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Mere Art Group

The Art Exhibition held on Gth September was a
great success - Sunshine, a great attendance, a
very successfol Raffle created and managed by
Sonia Knight, food and drinks managed by Alayne
Chorchill, and of course a wide diversity of
paintings. Thanks for coming.

This month's Painting is by Mai Robert. Itis an
Oil-on-Canvas, completed at home, and is not for
sale! Seen originally on a photo, and admired by
the avthor, it was on display at The Exhibition.

Helge Brock helgewallenbrock@gmail.com

Mere Jelly

| recently came across a co-
working grovp, who said
that you would get more
done in your morning of co-
working with them than yoo
woold in a month of working
by yourself. "Who wants
that?" I thought to myself. | want to be able to chat and connect with other
people who live and work in my environment. | want to make friends as well as
promote my business and what | do. Some members of the Mere Jelly do bring o
device and get some work in, but | hope that they get more than jost that by
spending the morning with vs. If this sounds good to yov, come along and join vs
on the 29th October. We meet at The Brush and Broom at Hillorosh from a to
noon. Come for the morning or just drop in for a chat over a coffee. Give me a
call on 07956869694 to find out more, or read about the Mere Jelly here:
https://sugarweb.co.ok/mere-networking/

Jenni Bell 07956-869699

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 17
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Mere Bowls Club

Mere Bowls Club has had one of its
most successfol seasons ever, after
last month reporting that we had
won the Westbrook League Gala
Day Shield we have now won both
the Westbrook League Trophy and
the Westbrook Harold Ford Cop.

The Harold Ford Cop was played on
Nth September versus Amesbory
Bowls Club on the nevtral green at Downton Bowls Clob. We won on both rinks
and overall, by 39 points to 29. The above trophies were presented by Steve
Allen, the Chairman of the Westbrook League after the match.

On 13th September two of ovr clob finals were played with Shaon Tealey
winning both the 100-vp cup against Richard Coombs and the Clob 4-wood
singles against George Savage.

The Banana Trophy was played on 16th September. This is the trophy for a
match between the Toesday and Friday Green-keeper's teams, it was won by
the Friday team 5-3 and incloded a lot of banter, leg-polling and general role
breaking as is vsval.....
On the 18th September Jon Wright beat Shaon in the 2-wood singles 14-13.
Jon took an early lead, Shavn fought back bot Jon managed to hold on for the
win.
On Sunday the 21st September the Avssie Pairs Trophy will be played followed
by a barbegue after which the Clob will close for the winter and will re-open
next April
If yoo are interested in giving bowls a try, please contact John FitzGerald, ovr
clob secretary, for forther information on 01747 860867 or via e-mail at:-
fitzgerald jnsesky.com

Jon Wright jon252@btinternet.com

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 18
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St. Michael the Archangel Church

We are holding a Table-Top Sale on Satorday 25th October from 10am — 12
noon in the Grove Building.

If you would like to book a table to sell yoor goods and crafts, please email the
address below and yoo will be sent an application form.

Large Tables cost £12.00. Smalltable £ 6.  Setting vp will be from 9.00am

This event is for private sellers only and no dress rails or additional tables may
be brought into the building.

Space is limited, so book your table now!
Ann Dethick anndethick@aol.com 863498

Ukes at The Butt of Sherry

We are a grovp of vkolele enthusiasts who meet on the 2nd Thorsday @ ‘
of each month for an informal evening of stromming and singing. We ’,

play a wide range of popolar songs and welcome all abilities. If you don't ‘
have a vkolele, but would like to join vs yoo would be most welcome. Q;i
Let me know if you would like to come along and we can have a vkolele

for yoo to play. An evening of fun, lavghter and song is guaranteed. You

can check out our Facebook page 'Ukes at The Bott' for our song list. Or for
more information please contact me.

Maggie Holmes maggieholmes101@gmail.com

Feldenkrais Method™

Heather Stone -Deep Tissue Massage

A useful treatment for problems relating to:
muscles - joints - movement - posture or
simply for relaxation and wellbeing.

Practicing at Mere Osteopathy Clinic.
Heather: 07874 079 913

Experience what Deep Tissue Massage and the
Feldenkrais Method™ can do for you
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Diary Dates (Recurring events are first shown in Bold then in Blue).

Venue Key:

AYP - Andy Young Pav BS - Butt of Sherry Drs - Surgery

GB - Grove Building

MSC - Social Club
StM - St Michaels Church | URC - United Ref Church | VH - Visit Hillbrush
WT - Walnut Tree Inn

1  Weds

2 Thurs

3 | Fri

4 Sat

5  Sun

6 Mon

7 | Tues

8 Weds

9  Thurs

10  Fri

09:00
09:30
10:00
14:00
18:30
19:30

09:00
10:00
10:00
10:30
11:00
14:00
17:15
19:00
19:30

14:00

14:30

14:30
15:00
09:15
09:30
16:00
17:45
18:00
09:00
09:00
18:20
19:00
19:00
18:45

14:00
19:30

L - Lecture Hall Lib - Library
RMC - Castle St Car Park SCP - Salisbury Street Car Park

Chair Yoga (every Weds) L
Tai-Chi (every Weds) GB
Get Wiltshire Walking (GWW - every Weds) SCP
Pilates (every Weds) L
Karate (every Weds) L
Move Her Ignite GB
Railway Modellers (every Weds) RMC
Walking Zumba (every Thurs) L
Art Group (every Thurs) GB
Hearing Aid Clinic URC
Harmony 4 Health (every Thurs) L
Rhyme Time (every Thurs) Lib
Rubber Bridge (every Thurs) L
Girlguiding (every Thurs) GB
MADS (every Thurs) L
Shreen Harmony (every Thurs) URC
Duplicate Bridge (every Fri) GB
Mere Literary Festival L
Croquet (every Sat) Steep Street
Coffee Morning (every Sat) URC
Croquet (every Sun) Steep Street
Pheonix Café Orchestra StM
Pilates (every Mon) GB
Tiddlers and Toddlers (every Mon) L
Keep a Beat L
Yoga (every Mon) L
Scouting (every Mon) GB
Little Angels (every Tues) GB
Keep a Beat L
Zumba (every Tues) L
Historical Society GB
MADS (every Tues) L
Gardening Club GB
GWW, Yoga, Pilates, Karate, Tai-Chi, RM
Short Walk (J. Way) SCP
Ukulele Butt of Sherry

Zumba, Rhyme T’, Bridge, Art, Shreen Harmony, MADS, H4H, Guiding

10.00

Merely Women GB
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11
12
13

14

15
16
17

18

19
20
21

22

23

24

25

26

27
28

29

30
31

Sat
Sun

Mon

Tues

Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat

Sun
Mon

Tues

Weds

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mon

Tues

Weds

Thurs
Fri

18:30 Mere on Film GB
Bridge
Tabletop Sale GB
Coffee Morning, Croquet
Croquet
08:00 Literary Festival (all week) GB
Pilates, T&T, Yoga, Scouts
09:00 Keep aBeat L

Lit Fest, Zumba, MADS

Li Fest, GWW, Yoga, Pilates, Karate, Tai-Chi, RM
Li Fest, Rhyme Time, Bridge, Shreen Harmony, MADS, H4H
Lit Fest, Bridge
Fair Trade Stall URC
Lit Fest, Coffee Morning, Croquet
Fair Trade Stall after morning service StM

Lit Fest, Croquet
Pilates, T&T, Yoga, Scouts

19:30 Full Body Function for Women GB
Little Angels, Zumba, MADS
Yapps Wine Tasting GB
GWW, Yoga, Pilates ,Karate, Ti-Chi, RM
09:00 Keep a Beat L
Rhyme Time, Bridge, Art, Shreen Harmony, MADS, H4H, Guiding
10.00 Merely Women GB
18:00 Cine Club Film Night GB
Bridge
Tabletop Sale GB
Coffee Morning, Croquet
14:00 Mere Walking Group SCP
Croquet

Pilates, T&T, Yoga, Scouts

Little Angels, Zumba, MADS, FBF

09:00 Keep a Beat L
14:00 Pennybank Writers L
GWW, Yoga, Pilates, Karate, Tai-Chi, RM

Zumba, Rhyme Time, Bridge, Art, Shreen Harmony, MADS, H4H
Bridge
Times, events and venues shown cannot be guaranteed as being correct

Thinking of Advertising in Mere Matters?

To find out the costs or to book an advert, please contact Ann-Marie Long
directly by email or phone. MediadMM@Outlook.com 07833-686742
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Church Contact and Service Details

The Parish Church St Michael’s the Archangel:
Vicar:  The Rev'd Michael Molano 07396 979448
Churchwardens: Mr Kit Stallard 07803-086161 Mr Richard Wilson 07966-244373

Admin Secretary: administrator@stmichaelsmere.org.uk

08:00 BCP Communion
10.30 = Harvest Festival
08:00 | BCP Communion
10.30 @ Parish Communion
08:00 BCP Communion
10.30 = Parish Communion
27t Tues 10.30 = Roman Catholic Mass

08:00 BCP Communion
10.30 Parish Communion

5th Sun
12th Sun

19th Sun

26 Sun

West Knoyle Parish Church St Mary the Virgin:
Vicar:  The Rev'd Michael Molano 07396 979448
Churchwardens: Mrs Jill Randall 830534  Sir Charles Burnett 01747 812089

5th Sun 09.30  DIY Service
12th | Sun 09:30 = Communion
19t Sun 09:30  Matins

26t" | Sun 09:30 = Communion

The United Reformed Church

Minister: Vacancy
Mere Contact:  Elaine Laurence 07403-845711 elainelaurence57@gmail.com

5 Sun 11:00 @ TBA
12th | Sun 11:00 | TBA
19th | Sun 11:00 @ TBA
26t | Sun 11:00 | TBA
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The Roman Catholic Church: St Mary Queen of Peace.

Parish Office: 01963-34408 hope.stlukeswincanton@outlook.com
St Mary's has closed and weekend Masses are on Satorday 5.30pm and Sunday
at 17:00am and take place at SS Loke and Teresa, Sovth Street, Wincanton
BAg aDH.
Mass at St Michael the Archangel is vsvally on the third Toesday of
each month ot 10.30am.
Coffee morning at Visit Hillbrosh on the 2nd Wednesday from 10.30am.
John FitzGerald 860867

Mere Information

For foll information on the businesses, organisations, societies, attractions and
activities in Mere, together with corrent and back nombers of "Mere Matters”,
please visit: merewilts.org

Mere Library

Monday: 10:00 - 14:00* and 14:00 - 19:00
Tuesday: 09:30 - 17:00
Wednesday: 10:00 - 13:00*
Thursday: 09:30 - 17:00
Friday: 09:30 - 17:00
Saturday: 09:30 - 13:00

* Volunteer operated opening hours.
Sally-Ann, Mere Senior Library Assistant 860546

Booking Meeting Venues

Grove Building: administrator@stmichaelsmere.org.uk 07942 291266
Lecture Hall: Sally Johnson 861063
URC Church Hall: Mrs E Laurence 07403-845711
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¥ Y%

SUNDRY OCT STH | 3PM

Join us for tea and cake as The Phoenix Café Orchestra whisk us back
to the sounds of the 20's and 30's!
Local musicians led by the brilliant David Grierson.
There will be a retiring collection in aid of the
musicians & the Friends of St. Michael.

9 FRIENDS OF CHURCH OF
R STMGHAEL St Michael O
—_— C THE ARCHANGEL IN MERE '

Please also note there will be a concert on Thursday 6th November at
7pm when Andrew Rumsey Bishop of Ramsbury will perform some of
his folk songs. Further details to follow next month.

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated. Page 24
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Mere Gardening Club

We held ovr Annoal Horticoltural Show on Sunday 7th September in the Grove
Building and it torned out to be a great success. Many thanks to all the
exhibitors who entered and made the hall resplendent with all the vegetables,
flowers, homecraft and photos.

The winner of the R.H.S. Banksian Medal
and certificate for most points in the
show was Holly Baker and the potato
growing competition was won by Kath
Harrison who received a voocher from
Castle Gardens, Sherborne. Photos of
the day can be seen on the website.

My thanks moust go to all the
committee who pot ina lot of hard
work and effort to make the show
the success it was. The jodges
passed on comments about the
guality of the exhibits.

L Our meeting on Wednesday &th October will be ovr
~ members forum sharing successes and tips with each

. other. This will be held in the Grove Building with
refreshments from 19.00 with the meeting starting at
19.30. Membership is available at £12.00 per year for
all meetings along with discounts at Plant World and
Sherborne Castle Gardens. This year we have just
joined the Thompson and Morgan group discount scheme providing a discount of
50% on all seeds and 20% off sundries.

Les Manwaring Club Chair lesmanwaring@yahoo.com
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1
\

Y/} Valley Forge {
Y || East Knoyle

We can help with your metalwork needs

Get in touch
Tel: 07870 155775
email: valleyforge.ek@gmail.com

(@valleyforge.ek

Workshop & Showroom
The Street, East Knoyle, SP3 6A]

A / Gutter wash

Patios and
s U N l I G H 'I'"\ v driveways
WINDOW CLEANING \K\ / External walls
Solar panel
v cleaning

© 07739 189 180
2 sunlightwindow8@gmail.com -/ €laddings and

@ sunlightcleaning.co.uk

signs
./ Conservatories

SPECIAL b Receivea Whgn
you order a gutter clear and fascia
soffit gutter wash

_/\/\/\_
Anne Freeman

AMUL E Local, Reputable,

\,H Honest &
(\}ﬁ) JA-“I \ﬂ;

Tallored Lettmgs & Approachable.

Property Management Free. No Obhgauon.
Valuations and Impartial

Residential Sales Advice
0 1 747 356 1 76 amuletresidential@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook @nTheMOrke? )

@0 WAX EAR

Ear Wax Removal in the comfort of
your own home or at one of our
conveniently located clinics.

07544 857 560
enquiries@nowaxear.co.uk
www.thenowaxearcompany.co.uk

mere

dentistry

‘We are alocal dental practice, and our aim is to provide a comprehensive range of high quality dental prevention and

treatmentin relaxed and friendly surroundings.

%

We offer a wide range of treatments

¥ General Dentistry v’ Dental Implants v Crowns & Bridges
¥ Dentures v Teeth Whitening v Oral Surgery ¥ Invisalign
¥ Complex Restorative Dentistry v Root Canal Treatments

Included in our new private patient exam:
+Full Examination +Dental Advice +Oral Cancer Check

¢Intraoral Scan  ¢Full Dental Charting *X-Rays

CONTACT US: Phone: 01747 860365 Email: contact@meredentistry.co.unk

Website: www.meredentisiry.co.ukMere Dental Practice, Duchy Manor, Springfield Road, Mere. BA12 6EW
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Mere Autumn Fair & Family Fun Day

This has become a regolar yearly event in Mere. Bands mousicians and
performers, Kiddies Activity, bar, hot food, stalls, raffle, tombola, cafe and cakes
and more took place at Mere Social Club all day on Satorday, 6th September.
Fondraising in support of Salisbury District Hospital Charity Stars Appeal for
the Neonatal Unit. It was it was a very pleasant early avtomn day. Many
attended. Local Caricatorist Wayne Savage seen in the photo, had steady
business. A good time was had by all. A —
"catch vp" was had by many. Music provided
by several performers, incloding Jack
Manning and Tasha Gray.

When a baby is born prematorely or
critically ill at Salisbory Hospital, the Stars
Appeal will offer that baby's parents free,
en-suite accommodation right next to where
their newborn is receiving life-saving care.

"This is exactly why | do, what | do!
Providing help not only for babies, bt for parents ¢ family members too. Making
a difficolt and an vncertain sitoation on all levels, a little easier to process and to
HELP with the motions of this journey doring (and after) the NICU stay.”

Louise Padfield padders8@hotmail.com

St Micheal's Church Tower Tours

If yoo would like a challenging climb to the top of St Michael's tower visiting the
bell ringing room, clock room, belfry and taking in panoramic views from the top
with experienced guides in attendance please contact me to arrange a time and |
will endeavour to appoint you an expert guide. Please vse the same contact if yoo
woold be interested to learn the gentle art of bell ringing.

Margaret Durkee 860163 margaretdurkee5@gmail.com
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GMS Lions

A great evening was enjoyed at
The Royal Chase Hotel in
Shaftesbury, celebrating the
46th Charter Anniversary with
President Andrew (Andrew
Snell), District Governor
Dianne, and fellow Lions Clobs
and friends. Andrew is seen
welcoming guest in the attached
photo. Invited Councillors from Mere, Gillingham and Shaftesbory were also
present with many others including Rotary and Gillingham Town Twinning
Association.

Celebrating 46 Years of GMS wj ]
(Gillingharm, Mere and E_- ——
Shaftesbory) Lions, started in1979 £ 1
when Cliff Mouls was President, a2
now 46 years later Andrew Snell 1
is the President for the following
year of 2025 to 26. Fun, lavghter,
and friendship was enjoyed by all
President Andrew had plenty of
tasks to take on incloding a special "This Is Yoor Life" game! He was shown
different photos and had to remember where and when they were taken. For
every correct answer, £20 was donated to the Air Ambulance. With a little help
from his wife Margaret, a great £200 was raised! GMS Lions have worked
tirelessly to raise money for good cavses. Four of its members over the years
have been honovred with the Melvin Jones Honoor , which is a very high
honoor. The toastmaster for the evening was Lion Martin (Wingrove of GMS
Lions Clob. The evening continved with a lively game of Jenga with DG Dianne
(lots of concentration and plenty of lavghter!), a quiz, and a raffle foll of prizes,
including Bad Co the Lion, pictore attached.

George Jeans
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Fair Trade in Mere

[ have the Christmas Card leaflets now if yoo would like to order them early!
Janet Way 860884 jwaywitsend@gmail.com

Mere Mortals Petanque Club

< MOy,
ol L
Mere Mortals finished the svmmer in o blaze of glory. Tisbory <~ @
Tossers vnexpectedly lost their last two matches, therefore X OM o =
making MM Nadder Division champions for the first time. On K M ¥

a wet finals day at Broad Chalke, Colin ¢ Anne Senneck won ) U
the League Doubles for the third year ronning and together
with Geoff Troman won the League Triples for the first time. Club sessions
continve on Toesday evenings from cpm (until the clocks change). Wednesday
afternoons from 2.30pm and Satorday mornings from 10.30am. New comers are
always welcome, kit and help freely given. Fon time guaranteed.

Colin Senneck 706008 colin2423@sky.com

o

\,,}‘\‘ oS

\:

v =

,4 MERE & DISTRlCT As we move into Avtumn, Mere Day Centre will be
t o having a bit of a rest as we will be closing doring
“1¥ October and November while Sandie Hawkins, our
Centre Manager is on post-operative sick leave. For those who have already
received notice of this, please note the change of date, as Sandie's surgery has
been moved forward from October 18th to October 1st. We will now be closed
from then ontil our re-opening on Monday December st.

5 ) T

Day L

<L

Please note that this is not related to the possibility of permanent closore, aboot
which | wrote last month. This unhappy event would be the resolt of a lack of
trustees, but if our recroitment drive bears fruit, it will not be necessary, and we
can move forward into a bright new year.

If yoo would like to know more about the various volunteering opportonities
(including becoming a trustee) at our lively and friendly centre do have a look at
our web-site (www.meredaycentre.org.ok) and contact me, Jane Mason.

Jane Mason 861296 chair@meredaycentre.org.uk
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Mere
Carnival

is Cancelled for 2025

WE NEED SUPPORT FOR 2026

CHAIR PERSON: Overall co-ordination for the Proceedings

Public Relations: For advertising, Funding, Sponsorships, Website, Social
Media

Road Manager: Organise road closure & road signs

Ticket Manager: Obtain sponsorship and manage Golden ticket sales

Entertainment : To organise fund raising events such as Bingo, Quiz, etc...

Helpers: Support For all the Positions

Please Contact:

The Vice-Chair, David Hytch at: d.hytch@btinternet.com
Or the Treasurer, Michel Rousseau at: treasurer@merecarnival.co.uk

YOU CAN ENJOY THE CARNIVAL AGAIN!
It has been a Tradition Since 1932

We meet every 2™ Tuesday of the month
Next at 7:30pm at the Walnut Tree, Mere October i
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From Times Gone By!

Doctor Fothergill's Tonic Female Pills. These pills have been in the Poblic
estimation for a very considerable time, and are particolarly recommended in
general Debility of the Constitotion, also as a safe and excellent remedy in those
periodical irregolarities which females, of delicate and languid circolation, more
especially the yovnger, are linble to.

Devizes and Wilts Gazette, 21 April 1825

On the 14th inst. An inguest was held at Bourton, Dorset, by Mr. Bell, Coroner,
opon the body of Thomas Ryall. It appeared that the deceased had suffered moch
from rheomatism, and to obtain sleep he took some pills which were offered to
him by a stranger whom he accidentally met on the tornpike road. Soon after he
had swallowed the pills, he went into a neighboor's cottage, where he had not
been a guarter of an hour before he felt very drowsy, and attempted to go home,
bot was vnable to do so withovt assistance. When Ryall got home, the person
with whom he lodged became alarmed, and sent an express for Mr. Newman,
Mere, his medical attendant, who arrived shortly after but found the deceased in
a state of insensibility which baffled every attempt to relieve him, and he died in
the course of the evening. In giving his evidence, Mr. Newman expressed his
belief that the deceased died from the effects of some narcotic poison, and
adjournment of the inguest was proposed, in order that the body might vndergo a
post-mortem examination - the result of which proved that the deceased had
swallowed a large goantity of opivm and the jury retorned a verdict of
Manslavghter. A warrant was immediately issved by the Coroner for the
apprehension of the individoal who gave the deceased the pills, and it hoped that
he will be brought to ponishment for his offence.

Salisbury and Winchester Jovrnal 22 October 1842

Martyn Beardsley
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Mere Amateur Dramatics

Performances start at 7.30pm with doors opening 6.45pm @ Mere Lectore Hall.
Wednesday 19th November, Thorsday 20th November

Friday 21st November, Satorday 22nd November

Tickets will be on sale at the Sprout ¢ Flower and Angel Tea Rooms at the price
of £10 per ticket.

To avoid disappointment, advanced porchase advised.
We look forward to seeing you alll Any guestions or queries please do not
hesitate to give vs a message

Holly Robert on behalf of MADS- 07801901912

Mere Theatre Club

We've just completed an enjoyable ovting to Wilton House with an excellent
guided tour and a pretty good lunch! In October we're off to Bovrnemouth to the
Art Deco Pavilion Theatre to see a comedy. This will be followed in November
by a trip to Bath to see a well-known drama.

The winter programme shoold be out doring October so if you'd like to join vs
and get out and about a bit, do get in touch, details below.
Madelaine Morris 07482 555101. madsmorris@gmail.com

Woolley & Wallis
matching people & property since 1884 ‘
185, AN

* Residential Sales & Lettings T
e Surveys & Valuations * Auctions
e Farm & Rural * Commercial

WOOLLEY
* Planning & Development WALLIS

Mere 01747 860372 | Shaftesbury 01747 852242 w-w.co.uk
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Mere Carnival Committee

A big thank you to those who contacted us to offer M &

their support. At the committee meeting in September, C o I
we were able to appoint a Secretary, Ros Kellow, and a r n Iva
the Procession Organiser, Rachel Mead. These are critical jobs to make things
happen and we are looking forward to delivering a range of Carnival focussed
activities before next year's main event. Due to previous engagements some new
volonteers were onable to attend the meeting and we look forward to seeing them at
the next meeting. We still need volunteers to fill the roles of Chairperson,
Marketing and Poblic Relations, Entertainment and ticket manager. In addition, there
is always a way for volunteers to be involved or perhaps in the case of the Christmas
Lights, helpers for Father Christmas' grotto.

We have Father Christmas booked for the Christmas Lights switch on and are
working with the Cooncil to fix the date and organise the other activities. Planning
the Grotto to make him comfortable is progressing and we will share the timing and
dates next time. As in previous years this will centre aroond the Clock Tower and
the Town centre area.

To enable the Carnival to take place we will be organising a range of fond-raising
activities over the next © months. This fonding pays for the Insurance, variovs
permits for road closures, street food, music, first aid services, stewards on the road
barriers, and althoogh some of that will come from the event itself and the trades
taking stalls on the day, vpfront costs are not insignificant in the known increases in
prices. We are planning at least one Quiz night, a bingo night (if we can find a good
caller) and open for other ideas.

The advert for Volunteers is in this edition and contains the details to contact if yoo
can support us with yoor time. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to
contact me, David Hytch, at d.hytchabtinternet.com

The appointment of Ros and Rachel has been a hoge boost to our ambition to make
sure that Mere and the villages around have a Carnival to be proud of in September
2026. The next committee meeting is on the 7th of October 2025 at 7.30pm in the
Walnot Tree lan, Mere, and yoo are welcome to come along and discuss yoor
supporting the Carnival.

David Hytch
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A Care South home for
residential and dementia care

outof 10on
carehome.co.uk
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Merekits - Women’s Institute

What a wonderfol summer we have all had with so many activities happening,
incloding learning to play croguet, different walks, garden toors, an Italion
evening meal and some good books to read. At our September meeting we learnt
Greek dancing from the talented Yannis. It was an hilariovs evening which was
enjoyed by all.

Our October meeting will be on Wednesday 16th October, we will be holding it
this time at the Mere Social Clob as it is at the same time as the literary festival.
We will be having a social gathering, a roond of skittles and some board games. It
will start at 7pm and finish at apm. Keep yoor eyes open on the Mere Motters
Facebook page to find out more.

On Satorday 18th October Merekits will be supporting the Mere Literary
Festival committee to offer a very special and innovative event to celebrate the
250th Anniversary of the birth of Jane Avsten with a sumptoous, Regency
inspired Afternoon Tea! The event will be held in the Grove Boilding, and we will
be providing the catering in true regency style, in costome and with properly
dressed tables and vintage tableware. There will be beavtiful floral arrangements
provided by Wrens Flowers and Floral Footprints and a fascinating talk from
renowned Avsten Avthor, Helena Kelly, it is a strictly, ticketed event limited to
60 places only, so early booking is advised. For more information about the event
contact the Festival Director, Wayne Stevens by email on
organiseramereliteraryfestival.com

If you are interested to know more about Merekits and woold like to meet new
people and friends, oor regular meeting is on the third Wednesday of each month
in the Grove Building from 7pm to 9pm. As above we offer a varied programme of
events throughoot the year incloding talks, activities and demonstrations along
with numerovs subgrovps which yoo can join and become involved in.

Verena Cooper 07971-790256 verenacooper2@gmail.com
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Mere Social Club

September has been the start
of the skittles season and many
retorning faces walked throvgh
our doors to kick of the season
with the first games. Some of
them were a little rusty, their
words not ours, but it always
nice to have a lavgh with
veteran costomers as well as
new faces!

A reminder to all that we are
open to anyone, members or
non-members, new faces or
retorning faces, four legs or
two! Our new bar Pool table
has been going down well, with
some slight adjostments -
guided by oor loyal pool players
- and we woold like to let
everyone know that even with

LICENSING ACT 2003

APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE
(Section 17 of the Act)

Name of Applicant: Mere Social Club

White Road
Mere
BA12 6ET

Postal address of
premises:

The application, if granted, is to enable the following licensable activities
on the Premise Licence:

This application is for both a Premises Licence and Club Certificate.

All activities listed are Sunday to Thursday 0800-0000. Friday & Saturday 0800-0100:
a) Plays

b) Films

Indoor Sporting Events

Boxing or wrestling entertainment

Live music

Recorded music

Performance of dance
Anything of a similar description to: e f,g above
Sale of alcohol (on and off premises)

Ze 222058

A copy of the application may be inspected by visiting
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/licences-permits-new-premises-applications \ or
by emailing publicprotectionnorth@wiltshire.gov.uk

Any representations by a Responsible Authority/Interested Party or other
persons must be received in writing within 28 days of this notice, by email
to publicprotectionnorth@wiltshire.gov.uk or by writing to The Licensing
Authority, Wiltshire Council, Public Protection, County Hall, Bythesea Road,
Trowbridge, BA14 8JN.

Date of Notice 22nd September 2025

End of Consultation 20t October 2025

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in
connection with an application, punishable on summary conviction with an
unlimited fine.

the skittle season being underway the clob is still open, and now accessible with
Pool even when skittle matches are being played!

Our dart boards have now got a steady flow of people enjoying them and even a
very generous donation by one costomer of some darts!

As many if yoo know, our lovely Bar Steward Elaine is leaving vs for a well-
deserved retirement! All on the committee would like to express oor thanks and
appreciation to the hard work that Elaine has shown over the years and her
continved support to the cluob and commonity of Mere. She has been an asset and
her replacement will have big boots to fill!"

Sarah Martin sarah.martin36@btinternet.com

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated.

Page 36



mailto:sarah.martin36@btinternet.com

Times shown in 24hr October 2025

Mere & District Link Scheme

In case yov are new to the areq, the Link Scheme is a charity whose volonteer
drivers take people from Mere and the surroonding villages to medical and
welfare appointments. We are not a taxi service! If you want to vse the Link,
once you have an appointment, please call 01747 860096 to book a driver. As a
charity we do not charge for trips but ask for a donation. Also, it is a great help
if you can give s a minimom of 48 hours' notice (not incloding Satordays and
Sondays). Our co-ordinator has to ring round to find a driver who is available to
take you to your appointment and we cannot guarantee ovr co-ordinator will be
at home to arrange last minvte requests.

Qur co-ordinators work in their own homes — we do not have an office - so
please keep calls to 9-5 Monday to Friday and only vse the 01747 860096
nomber.

We had a bosier than normal Avgost with 121 trips. Oor volonteer drivers
choose when they want to drive and to where they want to go and receive
45p/mile to cover the additional costs of vsing their own car.  If yoo are
interested in volonteering as a driver please call ovr co-ordinator on 01747
600496.

With the Christmas and New Year holidays on the horizon we are happy to
confirm that the Link will continve to take people to medical appointments over
the holiday period. However, please note that our phone will not be "manned” on
24,25 26, 31 December 2025 and 1 and 2 Janvary 2026. If you have a medical
appointment between these dates, please let vs know by Friday 20 December, if
at all possible, to give vs the best chance of getting yoo a driver.

John FitzGerald Chair 860096 @ merelink.org.uk

Letter from the Churches

What a sommer we have had, wooldn't you agree? Week vpon week of sunshine,
lovely weather for the beach, or woodland walks, amazing to be able to attend local
events so ably put on by so many and not get wet, to have a Great British sommer!
However, for natore, which had no option to poor a nice cold drink in the shade, it has
been really tovgh. The grass died, trees dropped branches and leaves early as a
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stress response, cracks appeared in the fields with some in the Vicarage garden over
4 feet deep. | got quite worried about the plants. Many of yoo worked really hard to
save your allotments, vegetable patches and gardens. Our farmers have stroggled to
provide enough grazing for livestock and the wheat harvest came early, with yields
really varied, dependent vpon whether there was any nearby vndergroond water
source, of which we are blessed to have under the Downs.

What | have been amazed about is, despite the intensely dry weather, there has been
an abondance of froit! Hedgerows were foll of blackberries and sloes, huge amounts
of apples, ploms and other fruits growing, something | woouldn't think possible given
the drought. Bot it seems, somehow, that the dry weather spurred the trees on to
prodoce lots of good fruit. If their roots were deep enovgh, they coold reach a sovrce
of water that the sun could not touch, and vse the son to be froitfol.

In the Bible, in chapter 17 of Jeremiah, it says this:

"Blessed is the one who trosts in the Lord, whose confidence is in Him.

They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends oot its roots by the stream.

It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green.

It has no worries in a year of drovght and never fails to bear froit."

In our lives, we often go throogh real periods of difficulty, maybe loss of loved ones,
physical pain or illness, loss of relationships and times of intense stress. We may feel
really scorched by it, like we are withering vp inside, intensely soffering throvgh the
heat of our circomstances. Bot if we torn to God in these times, if we choose to trost
in Jesus Christ despite our sitvation, if we pot our roots down deep throvgh prayer
into the source of Living Water, we will always be ok. We need not fear difficolty,
our leaves will not wither, in fact we can vse oor hard times to help vs to grow and
our lives to bear more and sweeter froit.

As our chorches hold harvest services to give thanks for our wonderfol farmers and
the boontifol harvest, my prayer for all of vs is that we torn to the God who provided
it for us and find in Him all we need to go throogh the hardest of times and emerge
froitfol

May God bless you all!

Revd. Michael Molano
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