Mere Town Council 
Clerks Report for Town Council meeting 3.11.25 

Agenda Items
5.  Matters Arising from previous Meetings (not covered by other agenda items)
a) The Old Nursery site off A303 at Burton (Minute Ref: 86a) 
The previous information about the unauthorised encampment on the Old Nursery Field site at Burton had changed in that Enforcement Action is currently being stayed pending a planning application as the current occupiers have Gypsy and Traveller (G&T) Heritage status which changes the legal process and requires different policies to be applied. The Senior Enforcement Officer has spoken to me and copied me in to correspondence in which he states that ‘stated policy reasoning in the Enforcement Notices previously served fall away for G&T use leaving only the last reason, relating to highway safety on the access.  The other reasons are overridden by G&T policy, outweighed by need, or can be overcome by condition.  In policy terms, the tilt of balance is engaged.  The G&Ts have been advised that if they are going to submit a planning application for the site to become a G&T site then they need to provide 1) a detailed highway assessment – to understand access constraints and potential solutions and 2) a landscape harm mitigation assessment – to evaluate and minimise visual and environmental impacts.  If any current or future residential use is by Gypsies and Travellers, then Core Policy 47 becomes relevant. This is why a prosecution or injunction based on the currently upheld notice would unravel.
The latest Draft Gypsy and Traveller Development Plan Document (DPD) has been approved by Wiltshire Council’s Cabinet but has yet to be formally adopted by Committee and thereafter sent to the Planning Inspectorate.
Details can be found here Overview - Wiltshire Council and any questions you may have can be channelled to Spatial Planning via the website. Enforcement has no input or involvement in this matter. Planning officers will apply adopted policies to any application.
As the details set out, ‘Like all Local Planning Authorities, we have a legal responsibility to plan for the accommodation needs of gypsies and travellers, and to consider their access to health and education, just as we are for the settled community.’
Since I liaised with the Enforcement Officer, I have now become aware that the current occupiers of the site who own Plot M have now purchased another plot (Plot N) and are carrying out ground works to this site too.

6.  Reports & Consultations
d) Wiltshire Council Parking Plan engagement sessions 
We have received this from Wiltshire Council:
 
All town and parish councils in Wiltshire are invited to attend one of our Parking Plan engagement sessions.
 
Each session will last up to one hour and will provide a strategic briefing on the proposed Parking Plan 2026-30, which forms part of the council’s Local Transport Plan and Parking Sub-Strategy. The plan outlines proposals for: 
· Changes to parking arrangements
· Resident and event parking schemes
· Accessibility improvements and customer experience enhancements
· Asset optimisation
· Technology integration
The sessions will also advise on the consultation framework for the statutory elements and stakeholder involvement.
 
The engagement sessions are: 
Tuesday 18 November, 7pm, Council Offices, Monkton Park, Chippenham SN15 1ER
Tuesday 25 November, 7pm, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN
Tuesday 2 December, 2pm, The Guildhall, Market Square, Salisbury SP1 1JH
To confirm your attendance, please email ParkingServices@wiltshire.gov.uk by 9 November. If you have any questions or need further information, don’t hesitate to contact us at the same address.

10. Finance, Policy & Resources
e) Electricity contract for Clock Tower 
We used to have an unmetered electricity supply contract for the Clock Tower building.  We used to pay about £12 per month for this and then we would complete a form for our Xmas Lights and they would send us an invoice for the estimated usage over the Xmas period (for the lights etc).
However, SSE have told us that they won’t continue with unmetered contract billing and that we need to have a contract.  We have sought some advice: 

Spoke to Lee Smith from Northern Gas & Power (energy consultants, trying to unravel the mysteries of unmetered contract billing). He is liaising with town and parish councils who are all having much the same issues i.e. their contract renewal offers are significantly higher; and other suppliers will not quote for comparison to take over the supply. Suppliers’ position: 
1.  They cannot quantify usage without a meter (in our case they have increased the estimated usage, and therefore the cost, by 10x)
1.  None will quote for e.g. a sub-meter installation on an adjacent building
1. The admin fees to arrange an unmetered supply just for the period of the Christmas lights would be prohibitive
1. If we don’t accept the contract offer we will be on an even more inflated tariff

Lee is continuing to try and make sense of the situation, but in the meantime his recommendation is that we accept the contract offer which is for 1 year from the end of October, and see what happens. He will keep us updated if he’s able to unravel anything further.

So… we now have a 1-year contract but in the meantime, we are looking into getting a whole new supply into the Clock Tower so that we can have a metered contract.


