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Your community magazine 

including a diary of local events  

… along with all our Neighbours  
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West Knoyle Social Club  Harvest  Supper evening 

on Friday 24th October . The hall was packed to 

capacity.  As in previous years a supper of cold meats & 

salad followed by apple crumble as well as a 

Cheeseboard was served.  

During the evening a huge wooden spoon was awarded 

to the club’s number one stirrer for the past year, this 

year it was 

awarded 

to, Mel Hull, married to Stuart Hull who 

was awarded the huge spoon the previous 

year. Corinne Leonard presented this 

superb spoon. A raffle with many prizes 

was held.  

George Jeans 

Mere 1st Brownies and Guides   

Halloween party, was held at the 

Grove Building on Thursday 23rd 

October. All were dressed and 

made up for the occasion including 

fake blood (or was it) . The 

volunteer DJ was Craig and Nikki 

helped with the evening. Apple 

bobbing which resulted in some wet 

faces and fallen Witches hats in the water. All the children and the Witches enjoyed 

the great evening, fun for all.  

Christina (Snowy Owl) and Sue Jeans    

Correction to Macmillan Coffee Morning article in October edition.  

Ann Rich has informed me that it was not her who organised it, but the lovely 

Judy Cooper , with help from Jos Holmes  who did all the very hard work. Ann 

merely helped!  All the hard work meant £700  + was raised.  
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The Editor Writes   

I am delighted to receive many submissions of photos and other graphics for 

inclusion in these pages. To avoid major loss of detail within the photos, you 

should always email these as ‘attachments’ and not embed them within a document 

or within the email text.  If you ‘have to’ paste photos in any Word document they 

will be degraded straight away.  If you wish to know how to avoid this happening 

drop me a line. 

As the festive season draws near and as this is the last edition for 2025, I would 

like to firstly express my thanks to my team of little elves; Alison for looking after 

the money, Ann- Marie for managing our advertising and Vivien with hubby Ian, for 

managing circulation. My thanks also go to George Jeans for keeping photos and 

articles pouring in and to all the other contributors, to all our advertisers and 

those who have donated and to you, the readers.  

We should all give thanks to those who give so generously of their time to keep 

all the things that happen in Mere 

alive.  I challenge anyone to say there 

is nothing to do in Mere.  If you have a 

little time to spare, could you 

volunteer? 

Season’s Greetings to everyone and 

let’s hope for a healthy and peaceful 

2026.  

Richard Jefferies    863425  Editor4MM@outlook.com  

Mere Town Council 

Team Halloween 

Well, what a success Halloween turned out to be so many thanks to give: 

Jaki and Seeds4 Success for allowing us to use their building for Cllr Sam Dean 

to host an arts and crafts session, this was so busy and a had a real buzz of 

excitement.  Cllr John Jordan for compiling the quiz for the body part hunt, and 

spending time at Seeds4Success handing out sweets and collecting quiz sheets.  
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Mark Perry, David Rich and Cllr Rachael Hansford for decorating the Town 

Clock and Chapel. Jane Belcher for photographer support and letting us use her 

converted church for the perfect back drop. Tor Reynolds for the design of the 

flyers, distribution and help with publicity.  Helen Watts for staging advice and 

loan of smoke machine.  Cllr George Jeans who stepped up at the last minute to 

spend hours taking photographs for the costume competition.  Cllr Sam Dean for 

her arts and crafts in the Town Clock Tow er on Halloween night.  The young 

people at Seeds4Success for providing Hot Chocolate at the end of the night. 

The Wookey Hole Witch, what a fabulous witch she is –  her story telling and 

energy was fantastic. 

I must give a personal thank you to Cllr Rachael Hansford as we started the 

Halloween journey together and but I became unable to help due to poor health -  

she grabbed the reigns and pulled the whole evening together.  WELL DONE 

Rachael, you made it happen. 

Of course, a huge thanks to the community and those that decorated their homes 

for our children and young people to Trick or Treat.  And to all of those that 

came out for Halloween.  See YOU next year. 

On Sunday the 2nd November the Vice- Chair, Rachael Hansford, and I met the 

Veteran Bikers Wessex Brigade as they climbed Castle Hill to remember those 

that had fallen, then going on to the Clock Tower to lay a wreath and have a bike 

blessing by the Vicar of Gillingham.  It was a privilege to be involved and to meet 

such wonderful people. 

The following week, on Remembrance Sunday I attended the Remembrance 

Service at the Clock Tower to lay a wreath, on behalf of the Town Council, for 

those that have fallen to give us the freedom we so enjoy now.  Many thanks to 

Stewart Walker for again arra nging the event and our lovely Vicar, Michael 

Molano, for the service.  I would like to thank the following groups for attending 

and laying Wreaths it was a very special day.  Royal British Legion, Wiltshire 

Council, Mere Chamber of Commerce, Wiltshire Police, Wiltshire Fire Service, 

Gillingham & Shaftesbury Lions, Mere Guides, Brownies, Rainbows, Cubs and 

Beavers.   And not to forget all of those that came along, public and veterans to 

support this very important day. 



  December 2025 / January 2026 

 

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated.   Page  7  

We would like to congratulate Mere School for their Firework Event.  A 

tremendous amount of work goes into organising an event like this so well done to 

all involved.  It is an extremely popular event and raises a huge amount of money 

to benefit the pupils at Mere School.   

The Town Council has been working on a project to refurbish the Public Toilets 

in the Salisbury Street Car Park and I am pleased to report that this work has 

now completed.  We have reopened the gents toilets and ladies toilets from 7am 

until 6 pm & the disabled toilet is now accessible 24 hrs for those that hold a 

radar key or via a card payment of £1.  Cllr. Rachael Hansford has also been 

successful in obtaining a grant to provide solar energy for the public toilets and 

so, once installed, this will make a difference to the ongoing running costs.   

Date for your diary: The Christmas light will be turned on Friday the 5th 

December when the Mere Carnival Committee have arranged for Father 

Christma s to be in his grotto at the Clock Tower.   I look forward to seeing you 

all there. 

Sandra Catley, Chair, Mere Town Council 
for information on Town Council activities, minutes, agendas etc. 

Lindsey Wood 860701     lindseywood@merewilts.org    ̚ merewilts.org 

  


