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Your community magazine 

including a diary of local events  

… along with all our Neighbours  
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PennyBank Writers 

All of us in PennyBank are mourning the death of Adrienne, our mentor and 

inspiration, whose positive encouragement meant so much to us all, but we shall 

celebrate her life. 

In this busy world of make believe, we sometimes touch another soul who leaves an 

emotional understanding.  We might not know what it is, but we know it’s special. 

Adrienne never once turned people away, a mother without children. 

Perhaps the message left for those who love Mere might be, what can I do to make my 

neighbours’ life better!  

When the power of emotions wells up, and runs over life’s edge,  

just ask for another cup. 

A poem:  The Sage, by Lawrence Cade 

Have faith in yourself, 

and in all that you do, 

for you cannot be strong without it. 

 

Mary White and PennyBank Members 
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Mere Town Council 

Happy New Year and I trust you all had a good Xmas. 

On the subject of Xmas, Town Councillor Steven Pester along with some willing 

young volunteers (children), judged the Mere Christmas Light Competition and 

gave the report below: 

Mere Christmas Light Competition  

First Prize (The Philpott Family,)   Market Place House, 1 Boar Street. (next 

door to the Post Office) 

A lovely display that really stood 

out. It’s clear a great deal of thought 

and effort went into it, and the 

result is something that brings real 

joy and warmth to the centre of the 

town. The display has been 

especially popular with children, who 

were often seen stopping to look 

and enjoy the lights with real 

excitement. It perfectly captures the Christmas spirit and adds something special 

to the heart of Mere. 

Second Prize (Neil Maitland and Claire Turner)   26 Castle Hill Crescent . 

A beautifully presented and elegant display that impressed with its charm and 

festive appeal. Simple, tasteful and festive, it adds a lovely touch of Christmas 

cheer. The decorations were tastefully arranged.  

Third Prize (Michael and Emily  Jeans ) Lambrook Cottage, Shaftesbury Road  

A great festive effort with a wide variety of decorations. This display always 

raises a smile and is a cheerful sight for those driving into Mere. It has been 

enjoyed by all ages and is another display that children were often seen admiring, 

bringing smiles and excitement as they passed by. 

Special Honourable Mention Denes Avenue 

A special mention must go to Denes Avenue for once again putting on a fantastic 

display. Every year the residents make such an effort, and it never goes 
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unnoticed. The street has become a real festive highlight, with families and 

children regularly visiting to enjoy the lights together. 

Well done to everyone involved, and thank you for helping to spread Christmas 

cheer throughout Mere." 

The winners will receive an engraved plaque with wine, 2nd and 3rd will also 

receive a prize and a framed certificate will be publicly displayed to show 

appreciation to the residents in the area of Denes Avenue for their annual 

splendid Christmas Light display. 

I would also like to thank Councillor John Jordan for organising the New Year 

New Bottom walk –  this has now become an annual calendar event and was very 

well attended this year.  Thanks too, go to Councillor Rodney Coward for 

providing some refreshments to offer encouragement and sustenance along the 

way.   

 

The Town Council has been working on its Budget for the forthcoming financial 

year and has agreed a 3.89% increase in the precept.  The precept is collected 

from Wiltshire Council via your Council Tax and this increase will result in an 

extra £6.47 for the  whole year (or 54p per month) on a Band D property.  

Wiltshire Council have informed us that they will be carrying out highway 

maintenance work in Manor Road, Denes Avenue in early February and by the 

time this publication is printed, they should have carried out some highway 

maintenance work in Woodlands Road.  We have also just received notification 

that works to implement the 30mph speed limit extension along Shaftesbury 

Road will be commencing very shortly. However, due to the exceptionally high 

volume of pothole repairs required across the county, Wiltshire Council has 

agreed to temporarily suspend parish steward visits from Wednesday 14th until 

the end of January, or until the situation becomes more manageable.    

Please remember that all Wiltshire Council libraries are now warm spaces, 

offering a friendly place for anyone needing help during the cost- of- living crisis.  

Of course, Wiltshire libraries are open to the public throughout the year, but now 

anyone is welcome to drop in to any library in the county during the usual opening 

hours to have a sit down, pick up some useful information, take part in activities 
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and enjoy a friendly chat with staff should they need it.  The Mere Library is open 

every weekday and Saturday mornings.   

The Town Council’s project co- ordinator has started preliminary works on 

projects to refurbish the Multi Use Games Area at Duchy Manor and the 

Children’s Play Area at the Recreation Ground.   If you have any thoughts or 

suggestions on these projects, they would be most welcome.  Please contact him 

direct at rogerpipe@merewilts.org   

Castle Lodge Care Home was officially opened last weekend, and although I 

wasn’t able to attend in person, I have seen videos and photographs of this 

beautiful new home. I would like to offer my warm congratulations to everyone 

involved in its creation. It is clear that a great deal of care and commitment has 

gone into the project, and I wish it every success. I am sure it will become a valued 

and much- loved part of Mere, both for the wonderful facilities it offers and for 

the employment opportunities it brings to the community.  

Sandra Catley, Chair, Mere Town Council 
for information on Town Council activities, minutes, agendas etc. 

Lindsey Wood 860701     lindseywood@merewilts.org    🌐 merewilts.org 

Wiltshire Councillor   ~   George Jeans Writes 

Local Honors  

On a happy note, Richard Clothier from Zeals has been awarded an MBE for 

services to sustainable agriculture and food production. Additionally, Mrs. 

Barbara Thomas from Mere has been awarded a BEM for her services to the 

community. 

Wiltshire Council Budget 2026/27  

Wiltshire Council will set its budget on February 24th at Full Council; the 

meeting may exceptionally run into a second day on February 25th. The council is 

considering funds in excess of £1 billion. Proposals for 2026/27 will be published 

soon, outlining support for communities and businesses. 

Notably, the Parish Emergency Assistance Scheme (PEAS) has been 

discontinued. This means the yearly supply of one tonne of salt for Mere and 

surrounding villages has been withdrawn. While yellow salt bins will still be filled 
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by the council (primarily during summer), they are also considering filling locally 

provided green bins. For context, Wiltshire previously operated over 50 salt 

lorries but now has approximately 24. 

Roadworks and Closures  

• Brixton Deverill:  The B3095 will temporarily close to all traffic from 

The Old Rectory to Manor Farm Cottage on  March 25, 2026 , 

between 09:00 and 18:00.  

• West Knoyle/Gillingham:  The road to Gillingham from West Knoyle 

remains closed. Originally expected to open on January 9th, it is now 

delayed until the end of January due to technical issues. With additional 

water works closures around Charnage and Barrow Street, direct 

access to Gillingham is severely restricted. Back roads are muddy, and 

occasional A303 closures have worsened the situation. A meeting with 

Wessex Water has been arranged to discuss these disruptions. 

Highways Performance  

The Department for Transport (DfT) recently rated Wiltshire Council "green" 

for its effective pothole repairs and preventative maintenance. Statistics show 

that in 2025, pothole reports fell by 28% compared to 2024. You can view 

regional performance on the DfT ’s interactive map. 

School Streets Initiative  

"School Streets" are being trialled at six schools across five Wiltshire 

communities. These are pedestrian and cycle zones that restrict motor vehicle 

access during drop- off and pick- up times to create safer, cleaner environments. 

Restrictions do not apply on weekends or school holidays. 

Public Health & Wellbeing 

• Smoking Rates:  Smokefree Wiltshire reports that smoking rates have 

fallen to a record low of 8.4% (down from 10.6% in 2023). The council 

aims for "smokefree" status (5% or less) by 2029. 

• Mental Health: To mark "Blue Monday" on January 19, 2026, Wiltshire 

Public Health launched a new mental health video providing practical 

advice on the "five ways to wellbeing." 
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Trowbridge Parking Update  

Wiltshire Council recently proposed paying £2.5 million to transfer St Stephen’s 

multi- storey car park to a private owner, which would have removed 400 free 

parking spaces. However, at an Extraordinary Full Council meeting on January 7, 

2026, the council voted against this funding, preserving the free parking for now. 

Fire and Rescue Service  

The Fire and Rescue Authority faces a projected £1.5 million deficit by 27/28. A 

"Resourcing and Savings Programme" (RSP) is underway. While the Mere 

station is vital to our area, the full Authority will consider new service delivery 

proposals on February 12, 2026. If approved, a public consultation will run from 

February 13 to May 15, 2026. 

Postal Voting Reminder  

If you applied for a postal vote before January 30, 2024, your status is expiring. 

You must submit a new application before January 31, 2026 , to continue voting 

by mail. 

George Jeans   07710 441599    george.jeans@wiltshire.gov.uk    

 


