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The concert " A gift for your garden" is based on 
works by Oswald, Handel Telemann & Graun. 



  April 2026 

 

Phone numbers are STD code: 01747 except where otherwise stated.   Page  4  

Mere Town Council 

I and my fellow councillors have been very busy attending and organising events.  I 

am very grateful to the community for coming out attending and supporting the 

current issues we are facing. 

Proposed closure Mere Fire Station  

Cllr. Rachael Hansford and I have attended a further presentation in Salisbury 

for councillors and MP’s to give us more of an understanding of the reasons 

behind the consultation for the proposal to close eight fire stations.  This has led 

to the Chief Fir e Officer Andy Cole and his team completing two presentations 

in each of the eight areas to present to the public.  I was so proud of the turn- out 

at the Lecture Hall, how our community had good solid questions and voiced their 

concerns. I would also like to thank our MP, Dr Andrew Murrison, for attending, 

speaking and going back to the House of Commons and speaking up in support of 

Wiltshire and Dorset Stations.  We have a long way to go, as a council we have 

put together a working group whose objective is to set out an evidence- based 

strategy to respond to the consultation to try and save our fire station.  We will 

advise more on this in the near future, in the meantime please take the time to 

write to our MP with your objections. 

SAFE DAY Community Engagement in Mere:  

Thank you to all of the community that came to this event to meet with the 

Neighbourhood policing team, the Bobby Van plus online safety, Mere Fire 

Service and Crimestoppers.  For those that are not online the feedback from the 

police below says it all: 

 On Friday 13th March, Inspector Oakley and Sergeant Smith from the 

Warminster Neighbourhood Policing Team were pleased to join Mere Town 

Council at their community event held in Mere Lecture Hall.   

The event, organised by Sandra Catley, Chair Mere Town Council, brought 

together a range of local partners including Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue 

Service, the Bobby Van Trust, and our policing team. Throughout the day we 

welcomed a steady flow of residents who took the opportunity to speak with all 

agencies present, seeking advice, support, and guidance on the issues that matter 

most to them. 
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Both Inspector Oakley and Sergeant Smith were able to spend valuable time 

listening to community concerns, discussing practical ways forward, and exploring 

how we can continue working together to tackle local issues. 

Events like this are a great reminder of the strength that comes from partnership 

working and open conversations with the public. Thank you to everyone who 

attended and to our partners for their continued support. 

A303 Flooding:  

I was privileged to join Cllr Rodney Coward at a meeting with National Highways 

and their drainage specialist.  Cllr’s Coward’s knowledge of this area was second 

to none, I was so very interested in the history of the area spoken of.  Please 

view the feedback and update. 

 Eastbound. We aim to undertake works, in the new financial year, to repair the 

pond outlet pipe in order to restore flow and enable the entire pipe to be 

surveyed.  If further defects are then found following these repairs, we will 

consider replacing & upsizing the outfall pipe.  Depending upon our findings, any 

replacement & upsizing will either be included as part of the ongoing feasibility 

study, or if deemed more urgent as works prior to the conclusion of the feasibility 

study.  This should reduce the risk of flooding to the eastbound carriageway in 

the vicinity of Manor Road overbridge. It is worth noting that upsizing of this pipe 

is likely to be included as part of the feasibility scheme, even if we repair the pipe 

in the meantime. 

Westbound.  Additional CCTV surveys are scheduled for April 2026.  It is 

anticipated that these surveys will highlight defects / connectivity issues in 

relation to the culvert that connects the westbound highways drainage ditch to 

the stream that runs through the village.  Once we have a clearer idea of the 

culvert issues, we will then arrange works to address those issues and restore 

connectivity / flow to affected assets.  This should reduce the risk of flooding to 

the westbound carriageway in the vicinity of Manor Road overbridge. 

As already mentioned, we currently have a feasibility study being undertaken, 

which is looking at a much wider area of drainage assets along the A303 between 

B3092 junction and the large cross carriageway culvert that feeds the stream 

through the village at MP168/1. Please note that this feasibility study is not 

likely to be taken to construction for several years yet.  
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Please do pass on our sincere thanks and appreciation to Rodney.  His insight to 

the area is invaluable.   

Adrienne Howell:  

Lindsey Wood and I attended the funeral of Adrienne Howell.  Rightly so the 

church was full of those that knew, loved and respected our very own Mere 

Advocate.  I wanted to write of what I heard.  When listening to her 

achievements I realised that what Adrienne had achieved by 1963 (seven years 

before I was born) was outstanding, let alone what she went on to achieve 

throughout her life.  I have reflected on this and my conclusion is that ‘Life is for 

Living’.  Love and support the community you live in let your voice be heard don’t 

waste a minute.  I will miss you Adrienne. 

Council Vacancy : 

We currently have a vacancy on the council, if this is something you would like to 

do, please contact our Clerk for an application form.  I have found being a 

councillor a joy and getting my voice heard. We will be co- opting a new councillor 

at our next meeting which, because of the Easter Bank Holiday weekend, will be 

held on Monday April 13th. 

Diary Date:  

The Annual Town Meeting will be held at 6.30 pm on Wednesday, 22nd April  at 

Duchy Manor, Springfield Road, Mere.  This is very much a meeting for the public 

to attend and to participate in.  There will be displays on the work of the Town 

Council as well as presentations from other groups and organisations.  Please do 

come along and have a cup of tea or coffee.  

Sandra Catley, Chair, Mere Town Council 
for information on Town Council activities, minutes, agendas etc. 

Lindsey Wood 860701     lindseywood@merewilts.org    🌐 merewilts.org 
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Wiltshire Councillor   ~   George Jeans Writes 

      2026/27 Budget Approved 
All 98 councillors attended the annual budget- setting meeting on 24 February at 

Full Council. Money remains tight, but the Wiltshire Council 2026/27 budget 

has now been approved, setting out how £567 million will be invested in services 

supporting residents, communities, and businesses. 

    Council Tax 
Full Council approved: 

• 2.99% general Council Tax increase (Wiltshire Council element) 

• 2% Adult Social Care levy  

Total increase: 4.99%  

For a Band D property, this is an increase of £1.81 per week, bringing the 

Wiltshire Council Band D charge to £1,981.15. 

The average total Band D bill in Wiltshire for 2026/27 is £2,571.78, made up 

of: 

Component Amount (£) 

Wiltshire Council  1,981.15 

Police & Crime Commissioner 298.27  

Fire & Rescue Authority 96.95 

           Parish/Town Precepts (Band D)  

These vary significantly by parish: 

• Mere –  £173.07 

• Kilmington –  £107.63  

• Stourton with Gasper –  £73.99  

• West Knoyle –  £82.05  

• Zeals –  £22.74  

       Waste & Recycling Changes 
Approved changes include: 

• Three- weekly residual waste collections 

• Weekly food waste collections 




