Mere Town Council 
Clerks Report for Town Council meeting 13.4.26

Agenda Items

7g) Planning Committee Reforms: statutory consultation on draft regulations and guidance (see information in Clerks Report) 
The government has announced a further consultation ‘on the draft regulations and guidance underpinning our planning committee reforms’ in England.
It covers the following areas:
· The detail of the national scheme of delegation. This scheme will give the Secretary of State the power to determine, amongst other things, which planning applications should be delegated to planning officers for a decision and which should instead go to a planning committee or sub-committee (previously this was the function of the local planning authority).
· The size of local authority planning committees, which it is suggesting must be capped at 13 members.
More about the consultation, including how to respond, can be found here. The consultation will last for four weeks from 26 March 2026.
Here is an overview:
https://consult.communities.gov.uk/planning/planning-committee-reforms-statutory-consultation/ 

8 b) New streets and numbering application for Beaumont Business Park, Mere.  (Please see Clerks Report and Form A attached)
FYI -  For new developments which involve the creation of new streets, the Street Naming & Numbering process requires developers to carry out pre-application consultations with the relevant Town/Parish Council to agree suitable street names.  Once agreement is reached a formal application and associated documents should then be submitted by the developer.  

Redcliffe Homes have submitted an application to Wiltshire Council for the naming of new streets and numbering at the old Beaumont Business Park in Woodlands Road.  Wiltshire Council believes that 2 new streets will be required but would appreciate say, 4 suggestions, being supplied just in case any prove unacceptable.  We have been sent Form A (authorisation for town or parish council for new streets) and Form B & Form C consents in case we may wish to name the streets after a living or deceased person.


11 a) Are you interested in hosting StarFest 2027? (see Clerks Report)

Email from Dark Skies Advisor at Cranborne Chase National Landscape 

Are you interested in hosting StarFest 2027?
We have just completed another very successful Dark Skies StarFest 2026, which was hosted by the Environment Committee of Tisbury Parish Council. Our policy is to vary the location of StarFest so that, over a few years, it becomes easily accessible to as many people as possible who live in and around Cranborne Chase International Dark Sky Reserve. We are therefore inviting expressions of interest from parishes (or groups of parishes) which may be interested in hosting or co-hosting StarFest 2027.
We usually hold StarFest in March, before the clocks change to British Summer Time; this enables stargazing sessions to take place relatively early (7:30pm start) when the weather is beginning to get warmer, making it more comfortable for more people to attend. It also needs to be during a period when the Moon is “out of the way” (ie not so bright that it washes out almost everything else). The “sweet period” in 2027 would be March 24-27 (which coincides with the end of the school term), with the period Feb 23 – Mar 13 being possible as well.
The ideal facilities would include access to:
1. An indoor space for a planetarium
1. An indoor space for children’s activities
1. An indoor space for astrophotography display
1. A dark(-ish) site for stargazing
1. Convenient parking for the above
Except for parking, these do not need to be in the same location, so StarFest could easily be spread across two or three close locations. We are also quite adept at working in less-than-ideal circumstances, so would consider less-than-ideal facilities 😊.
If you’re interested in this and want to register an interest or find out more, please phone me or drop me an email.   
Best regards,



12 b) Cranborne Chase National Landscape – Annual Planning & Landscape Forum 2026 to be held on 1st June 2026 9.30 – 16.00 at New Remembrance Hall, Charleton SP7 0PL (tickets £48) 
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Planning Together to get the Promised Landscape
Save the date
1st June 2026   9.30 – 16.00

Join us on this interactive day for a fabulous opportunity to network and collaborate across sectors.
Who should attend?
This forum is aimed at anyone involved or interested in planning matters; particularly case officers, planning agents and architects; planning consultants; parish and town councillors and their officers; together with community and volunteer organisations.  


· The forum will include a variety of topics and scenarios
· More details to follow
· Save the date or book now: Booking form
· Tickets £48 (including VAT) payable by invoice.
· Lunch and refreshments are included in the delegate fee.
· For queries, please contact sarahnewland@cranbornechase.org.uk

Location:  New Remembrance Hall, Charleton, SP7 0PL


Sarah Newland
Project Support Officer
Cranborne Chase National Landscape
 


12 c) WALC/Wiltshire Council & Police & Crime Commissioner collaboration Road Safety Seminar at County Hall, Trowbridge on Friday, May 15th between 13.30 and 16.00


Dear Member Council,

The Wiltshire Association of Local Councils is working with Wiltshire Council and the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner to deliver a Road Safety Seminar at County Hall, Trowbridge, on Friday, May 15th between 13:30 and 16:00.

Thanks to the support of the Cabinet Office at Wiltshire Council, we have booked the Conference Suite and hope to welcome the Leader, Cllr Ian Thorn and Cabinet Member for Highways, Street Scene and Flooding, Cllr Martin Smith.

I am working to finalise an agenda which will cover presentations on the speed limit assessment process, the installation of SIDs and the work of the Wiltshire & Swindon Road Safety Partnership.

Further details will be published in due course, but we would like our member Councils to save the date, for this important event.

Yours,
Ian Nockolds
Local County Advisor – (County Secretary)
Wiltshire Association of Local Councils
www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk
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