


HESPERI

ENSEMBLE HESPERI

At St. Michael’s Church, Mere

Tickets: £30 **(Book before 19™ April: £25)%%

Free admission for 21 and under

Tickets available at: Sprout and Flower and
www.friendsofstmichaels.org

Fhe tan€ert " A gift for your garden®iSsbased on  cuu
works by-Oswald, Handel Felemiann &Graun. St |\/

Front cover courtesy of George Jeans




May 2026

Mere Town Council

This being my first year as chair has been a steep learning curve. | would like to thank:
Lindsey for guiding me all the way | really could not do this without her and not to
forget that Linsdey is the core to our council - her knowledge and commitment in her
extremely busy role of Town Clerk; Rachael Hansford the Vice-Chair for her support
and the time and effort she puts into her role; to all the councillors for their support
and answers to my relentless questions.

My thanks also go out to the team, admin Sonya Ward, Project Coordinator Roger
Pipe, Simon, Paul and Sam for keeping our Town clean and maintained, not a small
feat; and our very own Barry Hansford for securing the gates to our duchy site,
recreation ground and cemetery.

Over the past year | have been blown away by the many different charities and
community services in our area and | am grateful to all the volunteers and hard-
working people that keep these services and organisations going.

With regards to the Public Consultation on the closure of our fire station - we have
been holding various meetings with key representatives. | would like to urge you all
to fill in the consultation form, even if you have signed a petition - the information we
have gathered is that you will need to state within the survey/questionnaire that you
are prepared to pay more to keep the fire station. We need to get everyone on board
filling in this form to have a chance to SAVE our station.

You should have or will shortly be receiving a flyer through your door with a QR code
linking you to the online survey or if you prefer, A paper copy of the survey can be
requested by calling 01722 691000 during office hours, or by emailing
consultation@dwfire.org.uk

Here is a direct link to the survey:
Dorset and Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Authority Consultation

https://www.dwfire.org.uk/about-us/your-fire-and-rescue-service/proposed-station-
closures/proposed-station-closures-mere/

Sandra Catley, Chair, Mere Town Council
for information on Town Council activities, minutes, agendas etc.
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< Bramliey Care

Complete Care Solutions

Luxury residential care
at Bramley House

Bramley House in Mere, unlike modern purpose-built care
homes, has been tastefully converted from a former rectory.
Carefully adapted to enable professional care within an
environment that really does look and feel like a real home.
Elegant ensuite bedrooms, beautiful well established south facing
gardens, relaxing spaces, engaging activities, delicious food and most
importantly real loving care.

Residential care = Day care = Convalescent stays  Respite care

info@bramleycare.com | bramleycare.co.uk

Shaftesbury 01747 855844 Sherborne 01935 677655

Bramley House, Mere | Millbrook House, Child Okeford | The Old Rectory, Stalbridge
Bramley Home Care, Shaftesbury and Sherborne
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Floral Sponsors

The Town Clerk would like to report that once again; the Town Council will be
keeping up appearances by planting the tubs around the town to give impressive
floral displays. Last year we were very grateful to the various sponsors (business and
members of the public - see below) who helped to make these floral displays possible.
The scheme was a great success. There are 14 tubs & four planting display areas
within the town and they are planted twice a year for summer/autumn displays and
winter/spring displays. Mr. Clive Hazzard has graciously agreed to replant the tubs
again this year and | should point out that this is done at cost price and at no profit to
him and we thank him for this generous offer. We also thank the willing volunteers
who water the tubs & deadhead the flowers. We estimate the cost of planting each
tub is £40 per year and once again, we are looking for sponsors and we would be
grateful to any businesses or members of the public who would like to sponsor a tub.
We will publish a list of all sponsors in a future edition of Mere Matters. If you would
like to help with Mere’s floral enhancements, please contact:

Mrs. Lindsey Wood, Town Clerk, Duchy Manor, Springfield Road, Mere. Tel: 01747
860701

We would like to thank the following, who sponsored the tubs during the 2025/26
financial year:

Michael, Joy & Grandchildren, Mere Gardening Club, Ricky & Debbie Curtis, Chris
Mills, The Hill Brush Company Ltd, F. J. Chalke Ltd, G. E. & S. M. Jeans

+ 7 other sponsors who wish to remain anonymous

“Explore Wiltshire Events”

We would like to bring your attention to “Explore Wiltshire Events” website. This is a
mobile device accessible website and is funded through the Wiltshire Towns
Programme and provides a free-to-use-ad free site for the marketing of events across
the county.

As part of our grant funding from the Wiltshire Towns Programme Activity
Generation Grant, we have given a commitment to contribution and promote the site
and we have been adding events to the website to promote Mere. See
https://events.wiltshire.gov.uk/events/meres-medieval-festival-of-fun .........

So... if you would like your event added to the Explore Wiltshire Events website,
please send details of the event, description, web URL's, pictures, posters etc and we
will add them for you.

Lindsey Wood 860701 lindseywood@merewilts.org =  merewilts.org
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